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D.E.M.  BRINGS  G.O.A.L.S. 
TO     WENDELL 

On  March  2 1  at  a  hearing  in  the  Town 
Hall  the  Massachusetts  Department  of  En- 
vironmental Management  presented  ideas  for 
a  management  plan  for  the  Wendell  State 
Forest.   The  program  being  followed  is 
called  G.O.A.L.S.  (Guidelines  for  Opera- 
tions and  Land  Stewardship).   It  was  evi- 
dent that  both  Wendell  residents  and  D.E.M. 
representatives  desired  a  high  level  of 
communication  and  cooperation  in  developing 
this  plan. 

Commissioner,  James  Gutensohn,  intro- 
duced members  of  his  staff  who  explained 
the  G.O.A.L.S.  program.   Gil  Bliss,  Direc- 
tor of  Forest  and  Parks  for  Massachusetts, 
outlined  the  issues  they  have  considered 
studying  so  far.   They  are  as  follows: 

Public  Recreation  Issues 

Kuggles  and  Wickett  Ponds 

Trails 

Recreational  Driving 

Hunting  and  Fishing 

Cabins 

Camping  -  family,  group,  and  backpack 

Archeological  Sites 

Resource  Management  Issues 
Timber  Harvesting 
Forest  Protection 
Utilization 
Wildlife  Habitats 
Millers  River 

Capital  Needs 
Facilities 
Roads  and  Trails 
Land  Acquisition 

Overriding  Issues 
Route  2 

Utility  Corridors 
Millers  River  Protection 

Bill  Rivers,  a  state  forester  for  D.E.M., 
whose  region  includes  the  Wendell  State 

icialists 


TRAGIC    ROUSE  FIRE. 

We^de.11  May,  "Dies 

Before  the  sun  had  a  chance  to  rise 
over  Wendell,  a  day  that  should  have  been 
memorable  only  as  a  particularly  snowy 
"Super  Tuesday"  took  a  tragic  turn  in  Mor- 
mon Hollow.   Sometime  before  3:00  a.m.,  a 
fire  of  unknown  origin  started  in  the  se- 
cond story  apartment  of  a  red  wood-frame 
house  adjacent  to  the  "Enchanted  Barn". 

Downstairs,  a  young  couple,  Thomas  and 
Catherine  Hebert,  awoke  to  see  silent 
flames  licking  around  the  chimney  in  the 
ceiling  of  the  living  room,  visible  through 
the  open  door  of  their  bedroom.   Catherine 
fled  across  the  street  to  landlords  Joseph 
and  Carol  Diemand,  yelling  "fire,  fire". 
Carol  Diemand  roused  immediately  to  phone 
several  fire  departments,  the  call  coming 
to  the  Wendell  F.D.  at  3:10  a.m.   Meanwhile, 
Thomas  Hebert  attempted  to  save  his  pets  and 
to  alert  upstairs  tenant,  David  McClary. 
His  calls  of  "Dave,  Dave"  were  unanswered. 
A  spreading  wall  of  flame  and  smoke  drove 
Hebert  out  and  blocked  his  re-entry. 

When  the  Millers  Falls  F.D.  arrived, 
with  the  Wendell  F.D.  in  a  few  minutes  later 
at  3:18  a.m.,  the  structure  was  fully  in- 
volved.  Fire  had  broken  through  the  roof. 
An  open  blaze  shot  high  into  the  reddened 
night  sky. 

In  the  cellar,  a  newly  filled  tank  of 
home  heating  oil  ruptured,  the  concussion 
reportedly  throwing  a  Millers  Falls  fireman 
unhurt  into  the  air.   A  large  quantity  of 
coal  stored  in  the  cellar  ignited. 

Firefighters  attempting  to  enter  Mc- 
Clary 's  bedroom  by  ladder  to  the  second 
story  window  were  rebuffed  by  intense  heat 
and  lack  of  visibility.   Erving,  Orange  and 
New  Salem  Fire  Departments  responded  to  as- 
sist, with  Shutesbury  called  to  cover  the 
Wendell  station,  and  Turners  Falls  to  cover 
for  Millers  Falls.   Tankers  shuttled  in 
water  from  a  brook  \   mile  away.   Firefight- 
ing  efforts  were  hampered  at  times  by  un- 
comfortably cold  temperatures  that  created 
problems  with  freezing  hose  lines  and  pumps. 
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FLU  THREATENS  POULTRY 

Last  fall  many  of  us  heard  about  a 
chicken  disease  in  Pennsylvania.   Quaran- 
tine and  depopulation  of  entire  flocks 
is  what  I  heard.   It  all  seemed  very  scary. 
Then  most  people  really  didn't  hear  much 
about  it.   Higher  egg  prices  were  all 
people  really  noticed.   Being  in  the  chick- 
en business,  we  have  been  hearing  a  lot 
about  Avian  Influenza  (AI).   Special  meet- 
ing to  find  out  what  AI  is,  things  we  can 
do  in  prevention  and  help  we  can  get,  just 
in  case.   I'd  like  to  share  some  of  the 
information  with  you. 

The  federal  quarantine  was  imposed  in 
Penn.  on  Nov.  4,  1983.   Since  then,  counties 
in  New  Jersey,  Maryland  and  Virginia  have 
been  quarantined.   The  quarantine  has  been 
placed  on  infected  and  even  suspected 
flocks  because  most  chickens  are  maintained 
in  close  contact,  any  avain  disease  spreads 
with  almost  incredible  rapidity. 

Signs  to  look  for  are: 

-  coughing,  sneezing  and  choking 

-  swollen  heads  with  bleeding 

-  increased  mortality 

-  decreased  egg  production 

-  soft  shelled  eggs 

Avian  Influenza,  a  disease  of  the  re- 
spiratory, nervous  and  digestive  systems, 
affects  both  domestic  and  wild  birds.   It 
does  not  cause  harm  to  humans. 

AI  is  easily  spread  by  feed  delivery 
trucks,  other  vehicles,  equipment,  filler 
flats,  etc.   Movement  of  infected  poultry 
and  eggs  is  also  considered  to  be  an  im- 
portant means  of  transmission.   Insects 
and  wild  rodents  may  mechanically  carry 
the  virus  from  infected  to  susceptible 
poultry.   A  piece  of  infected  manure  the 
size  of  a  dime  has  enough  virus  to  kill  a 
million  birds. 

One  of  the  first  farms  to  contact  AI 
did  so  because  the  farmer  encouraged  wild 
water  fowl  to  his  farm  by  feeding  them  and 
he  had  to  walk  past  the  feeders  to  get  to 
his  flocks.   If  you  have  contact  with 
birds,  whether  domestic  or  wild,  if  you 
notice  the  signs  mentioned  in  this  article 
please  contact  Dr.  Glen  Snoeyenbos  at 
413-545-2428  or  Dr.  George  Faddoul  at 
617-891-0650. 

Anne  Diemand 
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Diane  Scott 
Tom  Sogard 


Caleb  Keller,  Gabriel  Drohen,  Steven 
Patnode,  and  Jon  Pjwers  during  S. River 
Preschool  activities. 
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SALMON,  THE  MILLERS  RIVER 
AND    ROUTE  1 


The   value   of   the  Millers   River,   where 
people  would   come   and   fish    for  Atlantic 
salmon,    could  be   enormous.      The   reestab- 
lishment  of   salmon   in   this    river   is   a  his- 
toric event,   both    for   the   ecology  and    for 
sport. 

Last   spring,    22,000   salmon   smolt   and 
paar  were   stocked   into   the   Millers    in   the 
15  miles   or   so  up   to    the   Chase   Machinery 
dam   in  Orange.      By   reintroducing  salmon 
to    the   river,    a  key  piece   of   the  ecological 
puzzle    is    fitting  back   into  place,    increas- 
ing  the  viability  of   the    river  as   a  home    for 
plants,    insects   and  various   species   offish. 
Their  presence   will    indirectly   strengthen 
the   river's   own   clean-up  potential,    assur- 
ing  that   clean  waters  may   again   flow 
throughout   its    length. 

The  return  of  the  salmon  also  means  that 
the  Millers  will  become  popular  as  a  salmon 
fishing  river.   Such  rivers  are  much  in 
demand.   In  these  cases,  dams  and  pools  all 
along  the  river  become  prized  fishing  spots. 
I  see  where  people  now  pay  $2,000  a  week  or 
more  at  lodges  in  the  Gaspe  peninsula  in 
Canada.   With  this  they  get  the  right  to 
fish  three  or  four  pools. 

The  extent  to  which  this  kind  of  economy 
springs  up  around  the  Millers  depends  on 
the  quality  of  the  river  as  a  fishery  and 
on  the  surrounding  environment.   The  fish 
will  multiply  to  their  natural  limits, 
which  depend  on  habitat  and  water  quality. 
Fishing  will  increase  to  limits  set  by  both 
the  fish  population  and  the  quality  of  the 
surroundings.   The  stocking  of  additional 
smolts  each  year  will  insure  a  return  of 
adults  for  sport  fishing.   Insuring  the 
quality  of  the  surroundings  is  up  to  the 
towns  themselves. 

I'd  like  to  see  the  towns,  for  their  own 
economic  interest,  get  involved  in  the 
anadromous  fishery  project  in  a  more  direct 
way.   We  have  an  opportunity  as  a  region 
to  pull  ourselves  up  by  our  own  bootstraps. 
The  Federal  government,  together  with  the 
state  towns  and  local  industry,  have  in- 
vested $60  million  in  cleaning  up  the 
Millers.   Now  with  the  anadromous  fishery 
program,  Washington  is  investing  a  little 
more  at  the  hatchery  and  in  specialists 
like  me,  and  the  results  can  keep  on  grow- 
ing.  The  investment  can  pay  off. 

As  far  as  the  relocation  of  Route  2  is 
concerned,  roadbuilding  near  salmon  streams 
happens  to  be  something  we  know  a  lot  about 
from  studies  in  other  parts  of  the  country. 
There  are  several  things  that  could  affect 
salmon  from  the  Route  2  project:   siltation, 
debris  and  water  temperature.   Any  amount 
of  siltation  or  debris  in  quantity  could 
have  a  very  definite  effect.   Silt  fills 
the  interstitial  spaces  in  bottom  gravel 
where  salmon  feed.   If  the  silt  settles  out 
in  the  riffles,  you've  got  a  particular 
problem,  since  that's  where  salmon  concen- 
trate for  feeding.   Silt,  by  the  way, 
doesn't  flush  out  in  one  year,  even  though 
hydrologists  tell  you  it  will.   It  takes 
several  years.   I  suspect  there  would  be 
a  loss  of  habitat  in  the  Millers  particu- 
larly because  it  doesn't  have  sustained 
high  flows.   Finally,  silt  suspended  in 
water  will  abrade  salmon  gills  and  can  kill 
the  fish. 

Any  large  nearby  construction  project 
tends  to  reduce  the  salmon's  margin  of 
survival.   In  this  case,  buffer  strips  and 
settling  basins  for  silt  removal,  and  the 
minimum  possible  highway  swath  to  reduce 
warming  of  the  water,  are  common  sense 
measures  to  lessen  the  threat. 

The  towns  will  have  to  decide  how  far  to 
go  in  protecting  and  improving  the  river 
area  for  fishermen.   The  farther  they  go, 
the  chances  are,  the  greater  the  payoff 
will  be  from  sport  fishing. 

Boyd  Kynard 

Fisheries  Biologist 

U.S.  Fish  &  Wildlife  Service 

University  of  Massachusetts 
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-DEMOCRATS  TO  ORGANIZE 

The  Wendell  Town  Democratic  Committee 
will  meet  Friday,  April  13th,  at  the  home 
of  Emma  Cappelluzzo  on  West  Road.   The 
meeting  will  be  called  to  order  at  8:00  p.m. 
The  purpose  of  the  meeting  is  to  organize 
for  the  coming  year  and  to  elect  officers. 
There  will  be  an  opportunity  to  elect  a 
regional  delegate  to  the  State  Democratic 
Committee.   All  interested  persons  are 
invited  to  attend. 


544-8511 


FLY  AWAY  HOME 

During  the  First  World  War,  homing  pig- 
eons were  used  to  carry  messages  from  the 
battlefronts  back  to  headquarters.   Today 
this  breed  of  bird  is  used  mostly  for  rac- 
ing.  In  countries  such  as  Belgium  a  high 
percentage  of  families  race  pigeons.   It  may 
not  be  as  prevalent  in  the  U.S.,  but  the 
presence  of  racing  clubs  in  Gardner-Ashburn- 
ham,  S.  Hadley,  N.  Adams  and  Springfield 
give  evidence  that  pigeon  racing  is  an  es- 
tablished hobby  here. 

Right  in  Wendell,  on  a  homestead  that 
resembles  a  color  spread  in  Country  Journal, 
a  visit  to  David  Richard  might  find  him 
scraping  down  the  perches  and  floors  of  one 
of  his  three  walk-in  pigeon  coops  where  he 
keeps  his  flock  of  250  or  so  racers.   This 
is  a  daily  chore,  one  which  David  doesn't 
seem  to  mind,  as  his  love  for  these  birds 
is  obvious. 

"When  I  was  in  my  last  year  of  college 
in  197  1  I  found  an  injured  racing  pigeon 
and  nursed  it  back  to  health.   That  got  me 
started."  He  went  from  one  small  portable 
coop  to  the  three  large  ones  he  built  for 
his  present  breeding  stock  and  racing 
birds. 

They  are  beautiful  and  sleek,  most  sil- 
very grey  with  white  and  irridescent  green 
markings  —  not  at  all  your  average  New 
York  City  pigeons.   Each  is  banded  at  six 
days  old  with  David's  racing  club  number 
(GAC  400  series)  and  the  bird's  birth  date. 
It  is  natural  for  racing-homing  pigeons 
to  always  return  to  the  place  where  they 
first  learned  to  fly.   Thus,  says  David,  a 
bird  has  to  be  born  at  your  home  or  brought 
there  before  30  days  of  age,  when  the  first 
"training"  flights  are  initiated.   They  or- 
ient themselves  by  a  fantastic  sense  of 
magnetic  whereabouts  and  other  homing  data. 
The  racers,  released  many  miles  from  their 
homes,  will  fly  in  a  group  at  first,  but 
soon  separate  to  head  for  their  various 
home  locations. 

The  spring  racing  season  is  for  birds 
one  year  or  older,  is  100  to  600  miles, 
and  usually  occurs  from  May  to  the  end  of 
June.   Normally  David  would  have  entered 
up  to  12  of  these  races.   This  year  because 
of  the  devastating  outbreak  of  Avian  In- 
fluenza (see  Anne  Diemand,  this  issue)  in 
the  area  over  which  the  birds  would  fly, 
the  Pigeon  Racing  Clubs  may  cancel  spring 
races.   Some  of  the  races  in  question  or- 
iginate in  Ohio,  537  miles  away. 

The  pigeons  are  bred  in  the  spring, 
the  mating  monogamous,  with  the  male  aid- 
ing the  rearing  of  the  young  bird.  Later, 
training  flights  to  condition  the  birds  to 
their  home  base  begin.   David's  wife  Betty 
works  in  Greenfield  and  occasionally  will 
take  some  pigeons  with  her  to  release  them 
there  and  fly  home. 


The  fall  races,  100-300  miles,  are  mid- 
August  to  the  end  of  October,  and  are  for 
birds  born  this  year.   David  will  have  up 
to  20  birds  in  races  every  weekend  during 
the  season.   The  young  birds  tend  to  fly 
with  the  pack  longer  than  older  birds, 
before  they  separate  and  fly  towards  their 
homes,  so  their  time  is  not  as  fast  as  the 
veterans'.   A  good  bird  will  fly  the  whole 
distance  (at  about  45  mph)  without  landing 
for  rest  or  water.   It  will  lose  up  to  half 
its  body  weight.   In  the  long-distance  races, 
a  small  percentage,  breaking  a  wing  or  get- 
ting lost,  may  not  make  it  home. 

The  whole  procedure  of  pigeon  racing  is 
taken  quite  seriously.   Each  owner  takes  his 
birds  to  the  club  town  where  later  the  birds 
will  be  trucked  together  to  the  origin  of 
the  race,  say  Albany  at  70.92  miles  away. 
The  club  officials  will  notate  the  birds' 
numbers  and  band  them  with  a  colored  latex 
band  (each  week  the  color  being  different). 

The  owner  has  a  time  clock  with  which, 
at  the  end  of  the  race,  the  bird's  time  is 
checked  in  a  fool-proof  system.   Back  at 
home  the  owner  will  await  the  returning  pig- 
eons.  Upon  arrival,  the  bird's  race  counter- 
mark (latex  band)  is  placed  in  a  brass  cap- 
sule and  is  put  into  the  time  clock  which 
stamps  the  exact  time  and  date.   The  clock, 
holding  the  marked  bands,  is  delivered  to 
the  club  that  night.   Prizes  may  be  troph- 
ies, diplomas  or  cash  of  varying  amounts. 
"Pigeon  racers  don't  get  in  this  for  the  mon- 
ey," says  David. 


D.E.M.  cont' 
attended  the  meeting, too.   She  said  later 
she  thought  that  the  meeting  was  a  good 
start  to  the  program.   She  said,  too,  "I 
liked  being  in  Wendell  -  there's  a  good 
feeling  to  the  town." 

The  program  will  include  regular  month- 
ly meetings  for  report  from  the  study  team 
and  feedback  from  townspeople. 

These  meetings  will  occur  at  6:30  in  the 
Town  Hall,  the  last  Thursday  of  the  month, 
starting  in  April.  A  rough  draft  of  the 
plan  is  expected  by  December. 

For  further  information  call  Bill  Rivers 
at  4  13-549-1461. 

by  Michael  Idoine 


The  birds  themselves  may  cost  anywhere 
from  $10  to  in  the  thousands  for  a  very 
specially  bred  and  proven  champion.   David 
spends  about  $16  a  week  for  the  grain  and 
corn  feed  for  his  large  flock,  and  many 
hours  of  time  on  their  care. 

A  pigeon's  biggest  predator  is  the  hawk 
which  can  easily  catch  a  pigeon  if  he  is 
flying  in  a  wooded  area.   Disease  must  also 
be  watched  for  and  is  usually  brought  in 
from  other  areas.   Like  the  Diemands  con- 
cerned about  their  poultry  business,  the 
Richards  also  are  fearful  of  the  possible 
spread  of  Avian  Influenza  to  their  birds. 
The  pigeon  clubs  are  in  complete  cooperation 
with  the  Poultry  Association  in  stopping 
this  deadly  disease. 

But  it's  hard  to  think  of  anything  but 
the  romance  of  these  birds  when  you  see 
David  stroking  their  soft  feathers  and  think 
of  their  long  solo  flights  to  get  to  their 
home.   I  remember  when  in  third  grade  read- 
ing a  sad-sweet  story  of  a  carrier  pigeon 
in  the  war,  who  was  finally  caught  in  the 
cross-fire  on  a  battlefront  mission. 
Against  all  odds  —  weather  and  bullets  — 
and  with  a  leg  broken  by  shot,  the  lone  bird 
made  it  home  to  deliver  his  message. 

by  Susan  DunLany  and 

Anne  Diemand 


Fire  cont ' 

Heavy  snow  began  falling  around  5:30 
a.m.   Although  the  fire  was  under  control, 
entry  into  the  collapsed  main  structure  re- 
mained limited.   Possibility  of  a  victim 
continued  to  be  investigated  by  W.F.D.  Chief 
Ricketts.   State  Fire  Marshall,  Jay  Bowman, 
was  notified  to  come.   David  McClary's  car, 
towed  slightly  up  the  street,  offered  mute 
support  of  Catherine  Hebert's  recollection 
that  she  had  heard  him  upstairs  earlier 
that  evening. 

After  out-of-town  departments  were  re- 
lieved, Wendell  F.D.  remained  on  scene  ex- 
tinguishing rekindles  and  searching  the 
ruins.   A  body  was  recovered  before  noon. 
The  man  was  later  identified  as  David  Mc- 
Clary. 

returned  to  quarten,in  ser- 
15  hours  after  respon- 


Wendell  F.D. 
vice, at  5:30  p.m. 
ding.   The  ruins  continued  to  smolder  for 
days. 

Thomas  and  Catherine  Hebert  lost  all  of 
their  belongings,  with  the  exception  of  a 
few  small  items.   Red  Cross  has  been  able 
to  offer  some  assistance.   The  Hebert's 
have  sought  temporary  shelter  in  the  home 
of  Tom's  father  in  Wendell  Depot. 

The  Wendell  Post  reminds  its  readers 
that  contributions  to  fire  victims  would 
be  a  great  help,  always.   As  this  paper 
goes  into  print,  two  families  in  Wendell 
are  in  distress  directly  as  a  result  of 
fire,  the  Heberts  and  Michael  Moon  and  son, 
Peter,  of  West  Road. 

by  Kathy  Becker 
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OF  OWLS  AND  H&t>LEY 

Why  Hadley,  Massachusetts?   From  the 
pristine  evergreen  forests  of  northern 
Canada  to  the  heavily  managed  landscape  of 
the  Connecticut  River  valley,  a  Great  Gray 
owl  has  descended  to  a  field  in  this  west- 
ern Massachusetts  town.   They  are  occasion- 
ally seen  in  northern  New  England  nearly 
every  winter,  but  are  rarely  noted  in  the 
three  southern  New  England  states. 

It  is  the  largest  of  the  owls,  standing 
24  to  33  inches  tall  with  a  five-foot  wing- 
span.   In  the  far  north  it  hunts  by  day, 
but  in  the  more  southern  portion  of  the 
range  it  is  more  crepuscular  and  nocturnal. 
February  is  warmer  in  Massachusetts  than  the 
forested  wilderness  of  northern  Canada,  but 
this  southern  sojourn  of  the  Great  Gray  is 
not  for  balmy  weather.   It  comes  seeking 
food,  and  irregularly  drops  this  far  south 
when  its  preferred  diet  of  small  mammals  and 
occasional  birds  is  particularly  scarce  in 
its  usual  range. 

But  why  Hadley,  with  its  acres  of  malls, 
tobacco  farms,  and  urban  sprawl?   The  can- 
cerous, resource-gobbling  sprawl  concerns 
me  most,  for  this  handsome  creature  brings 
with  it  a  pre-school  naivete  towards  human 
beings.  .-^ 
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On  weekends,  and  even  during  the  week, 
it  is  quite  stoic  and  seemingly  tame  as  it 
faces  a  small  army  of  birdwatchers.   The 
great  predator  skillfully  works  the  field 
from  trees  and  utility  poles,  and  Hadley 
cannot  produce  a  more  wild  and  noble  sight. 

Japanese  technology  poised  steadily  on 
tripods,  no  movement  escapes  the  emulsion, 
and  the  Great  Gray  wishes  it  had  a  mouse 
for  every  click  of  the  shutter.   It  cannot 
distinguish  the  harmless  face  of  one 
holding  reverence  for  the  natural  world 
from  the  mindless  face  of  an  eagle  killer, 
the  embarrassment  to  our  species  which 
shoots  birds  of  prey. 

One  month  has  passed  and  the  owl  re- 
mains, content  with  the  entree  of  the  field, 
perhaps  waiting  for  that  first  warm  chinook, 
testament  to  spring  and  a  call  to  the  north. 
So  we  observe,  and  it  observes  us.  content 
plating  cameras  with  its  piercing  yellow 
eyes . 

Fill  up  on  Massachusetts  mice  and  re- 
treat in  time  and  distance  to  your  boreal 
home,  one  of  few  tracts  remaining  where 
such  a  trusting  soul  could  ever  hope  to 
survive.   But  before  you  go,  really,  why 

Hadley? 

by  Robert  Streeter 
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&i*'MUS\C  SCENE 

Ah,  spring!   A  time  to  shake  off  the 
winter  doldrums  and  dance  to  the  rhythm  of 
hand  drums!   But  with  a  six  inch  covering 
of  snow  slowly  turning  to  mush  beneath  our 
boots,  it's  hard  to  believe  it's  only  five 
weeks  until  the  beginning  of  the  outdoor 
concert  season.   Nevertheless,  and  in 
spite  of  freak  snowstorms  as  late  as  May 
10th  in  the  past  decade,  promoters  and 
musicians  will  attempt  to  plan  around  the 
fluctuating  April  weather  patterns  in 
hopes  of  scoring  one  of  the  first  sunny 
weekends  for  a  festival  or  party. 

Thus  on  Sunday,  April  29th,  The  Loose 
Caboose  Band  and  Judith  Ann-Marie  will 
headline  the  3rd  Annual  Ashby  Springfest 
on  Rte.  119  in  Ashby,  Mass.  with  Boston's 
Gary  Shane  and  the  Detour  and  the  ska- 
rocking  Bimskalabam.   Those  who  enjoy  a 
pastoral  concert  setting  such  as  the  Music 
Inn  in  Lenox  won't  want  to  miss  this.   The 
rain  date  is  Saturday,  May  5th  and  ticket 
info  is  available  at  (617)386-2231.   Local 
club  dates  and  benefit  for  the  Wendell 
Concerned  Citizens  are  also  in  the  offing 
for  Caboose  and  will  feature  their  new 
drummer ,Mwoli ,  who  has  been  a  mainstay  on 
the  New  England  music  scene  for  years, 
having  previously  performed  with  Boston 
reggae  bands  Zion  Initiation  and  One  People 
and  the  culturally  diverse  Art  of  Black 
Dance  and  Music. 

Debbie  Fier,  coming  off  a  well  received 
concert  at  Hampshire  College  on  March  10th, 
has  a  busy  spring  planned  which  includes 
a  12-city  tour  of  the  midwest,  a  gig  at 
Eric's  Jazz  Club  in  NYC  and  a  feature 
performance  at  the  Berkshire  Conference 
on  the  History  of  Women  on  June  2nd  at 
Smith  College.   Debbie's  been  playing  much 
new  material  in  her  shows  and  was  recently 
interviewed  on  WRSI's  Jazz  After  Hours 
show. 

Judith  Ann-Marie,  who  will  be  making 
her  first  live  appearance  with  Caboose  on 
April  29th,  may  also  incorporate  into  that 
show  her  latest  project;  a  group  of  four 
vocally  astute  women  who  call  themselves 
Shades.   Featuring  Jan  Morris,  formerly  of 
the  Hamp tones  and  Morris  and  Hampton,  and 
Barbara  Ween  who  sang  with  the  legendary 
Valley  band  Real  Tears,  as  well  as  Judith 
Ann-Marie  and  Pan  Welland,  the  group  is 
currently  doing  a  wide  variety  of  material 
in  the  unique  a  cappela  vocal  style  util- 
ized by  only  the  best  vocalists  in  music, 
such  as  the  Persuasions.   Watch  for  them! 

Klondike  says  his  phone  is  ringing  con- 
tinually, but  with  up  to  200  dates  already 
booked  for  '84,  he'll  still  have  time  to 
provide  sound  for  a  benefit  for  the  cru- 
sade to  upgrade  Rte.  2  this  spring.   He's 
currently  in  the  midst  of  the  renowned 
Boston  Globe  Jazz  Festival  with  Artie  Shaw, 
Joe  Williams,  Sarah  Vaughn,  Sonny  Rollins, 
Gladys  Knight  and  Lou  Rawls.   His  band, 
Outerspace,  just  completed  another  trip  to 
the  slopes  of  Maine  where  yakatorian-harp- 
ist  Myron  Becker  sat  in  with  them.   Watch 
for  the  Yak-man  April  29th  in  Ashby  and 


watch  for  'Space  at  the  Warwick  later  in 
the  spring.  Meanwhile,  look  for  Wailin' 
Dave  Robinson  gigging  solo  and  John  Moses 
as  the  Saddlesores  at  the  Hot-L  Warren  in 
Deerfield  and  the  Cupola  in  Orange.   The 
latter  seems  to  be  the  best  spot  for  music 
in  the  immediate  area,  with  a  variety  of 
mostly  folk  oriented  performers  such  as 
Pat  DeCou  and  Tex  LaMountain. 

Steven  Schoenberg  is  currently  planning 
another  concert  and  new  recording  project 
for  the  spring.  Watch  the  Valley  Advocate 
for  definite  details  on  this  and  most  per- 
formances in  the  area.   Til  Next  Time 

by  David  Boatwright 
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The  Govenor  has  decided  to  put  route 
2  through  Wendell,  but  our  class  decided  to 
put  it  through  Erving.   Wendell  has  not  de- 
cided yet,  whether  to  take  the  Govenor  to 
court  or  to  leave  it  like  it  is.   John  Von 
Ranson  and  Ken  Simos  came  in  our  class  to 
tell  both  sides  of  the  story.   We  had  played 
a  game  where  we  became  "Town  Meeting  members 
We  decided  and  voted  whether  or  not  to  add 
certain  things  like  an  amusement  park, 
speedway,  etc.  to  a  make  believe  town.  We 
added  a  real  issue  of  our  own  to  the  make 
believe  town  and  it  was  route  2!   Our  class 
voted  it  to  go  through  Erving.   Some  of  the 
reasons  we  decided  to  put  it  through  Erving 
were  because  it  would  wreck  some  of  the  Wen- 
dell State  Forest  and  seven  or  eight  famil- 
ies would  have  to  move.   The  deer  couldn't 
get  to  the  Millers  River  with  Route  2  going 
through  Wendell!   It  would  pollute  the  air 
and  kill  the  birds.   Our  class  probably 
knows  about  as  much  as  the  Governor  does. 

Cary  Shaw 
Kevin  Clune 
Gretchen  Wetherby 


Steven  Patnode  at  the  easel,  S.R.  Preschool 
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SPECIALIZING 

IN  USED 
FoMoCo  PARTS 


Largest  Selection 
Of  Fiesta  Parts 
In  New  England! 

INCLUDING 

NEW 


HOODS 

FENDERS 

RADIATOR  SUPPORTS 

WINDSHIELDS 

RADIATORS 


We  have  a  very  large  selection  of  Fords.  A  few  1930's  &  1940's— 
quite  a  lot  of  1950's,  extensive  choice  of  1960's  &  1970's. 


800-922-8494 

617-544-8502 

Mon.Sat.  9  am  to  5  pm 
Sunday- 1  to  4  p.m. 


Mormon  Hollow  Auto 

Mormon  Hollow  Rd. 
Wendell,  Mass. 


DELIVERING 

WESTERN  MASS.: 

Tues.  &  Thurs. 

EASTERN  MASS.: 

Mon.,  Weds.,  Fri. 


UNIVERSITY  COMMUNITY  LEADS       TALK  ON  RUSSIA  WEILL 
Support  ow  route:  zl  ACCEPTED 


Now  the  academic  community  has  joined 
Wendell  citizens  and  a  growing  list  of  en- 
vironmental groups  in  their  concern  about 
the  proposed  relocation  of  Route  2  into  this 
town. 

Sensitive  to  the  seriousness  of  the  road 
plan  and  the  permanent  destructive  effects 
it  would  have  on  the  land  and  villages  along 
the  Millers  River,  professors  and  students 
at  the  University  of  Massachusetts  are  pro- 
viding technical  help.   So  far,  U-Mass  fac- 
ulty members  have  detailed  the  possible 
threat  to  salmon,  assigned  students  to  cri- 
tique the  Environmental  Impact  Statement, 
got  others  working  on  an  alternative  devel- 
opment plan  for  the  region,  and  held  pre- 
liminary discussions  about  designing  a 
better  road  on  its  present  route  through 
Erving. 

The  head  of  the  University's  civil  en- 
gineering department,  Dr.  Paul  Shuldiner, 
and  his  associates — including  Paul  McOwen, 
formerly  of  Wendell — met  with  this  writer 
and  Robie  Hub ley,  Regional  Environmentalist 
for  Massachusetts  Audubon,  recently  and 
discussed  procedures  for  designing  an  up- 
grade of  the  present  road.   Concepts  were 
worked  out  for  the  study  and  funds  are  being 
sought  to  accomplish  this  key  work. 

Under  Visiting  Professor  Robert  Yaro, 
over  a  dozen  graduate  students  in  the 
Department  of  Regional  Planning  and  Land- 
scape Architecture  are  studying  the  Route 
2  corridor  for  farsighted,  environmentally 
sound  plans  for  strengthening  the  economy. 
Yaro  has  a  special  dual  interest  in  the 
endeavor  since  his  main  job — associate 
commissioner  of  the  State  Department  of 
Environmental  Management — charges  him  with 
protecting  the  natural  environment  of  the 
state,  and  more  particularly,  Wendell 
State  Forest  and  the  Millers  River,  both 
of  which  the  Route  2  project  would  serious- 
ly affect. 

The  class,  called  the  Mohawk  Trail 
Economic  Development  Study,  covers  the 
northern  tier  of  towns  in  the  state  and 
includes  towns  on  both  sides  of  Route  2. 
The  fact  that  economic  development  is  the 
main  theme  of  the  proponents  of  the  road 
project  through  Wendell  adds  to  the  drama 
of  the  work  of  Yaro's  class. 

Another  class  of  grad  students  will 
critique  the  Final  Environmental  Impact 
Statement,  which  favored  the  Wendell  route. 
The  students  of  Dr.  Carl  Carlozzi  operate 
under  the  Natural  Resources  Studies  pro- 
gram.  To  arrive  at  their  objectives,  they 
will  interview  locally  and  research  the 
record  of  public  and  official  comment  on 
the  project,  and  apply  state-of-the-art 
guidelines  for  EIS  preparation.   They  will 
also  produce  an  outline  for  preparing  a 
better  EIS  on  the  Route  2  project. 

Two  floors  above  Dr.  Carlozzi 's  office, 
Dr.  Boyd  Kynard  willingly  takes  time'  out 
of  his  work  as  fisheries  biologist  for  the 
U.S.  Fish  &  Wildlife  Service  to  educate 
people  about  the  possibilities  of  the 
salmon  restoration  project  he's  involved 
in.   "I'd  hate  to  see  things  spoiled  just 
as  we're  getting  our  pins  in  a  row,"  he 
said.   "It'd  be  good  for  the  towns  to  get 
involved  in  the  salmon  restoration. 
This  is  a  chance  for  the  region  to  pull 
itself  up  by  its  bootstraps." 

His  comments  are  quoted  at  length  in  the 
accompanying  article. 

Jonathan  von  Ranson 
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On  Sunday  the  26th  of  February  the  Wen- 
dell Congregational  Church  inaugurated  the 
public  outreach  phase  of  the  Pairing  Project 
with  a  program  entitled  "The  Russians  are 
People  Too,"  featuring  Russell  Johnson  of 
the  American  Friends  Service  Committee,  who 
spoke  of  his  visit  to  the  Soviet  Union  and 
showed  slides.   His  visit  included  not  only 
Moscow  and  Leningrad,  but  also  religious  art 
at  Zagorsk,  and  scenes  from  a  peace  cruise 
down  the  Volga  River  on  a  passenger  steam- 
ship. 

His  trip  featured  discussions  and  round- 
table  encounter  sessions  with  Soviet 
citizens  concerned  with  issues  of  peace,  re- 
laxation of  tensions,  and  the  arms  race. 
The  slide  show  emphasized  the  human  and  cul- 
tural qualities  shared  by  our  two  peoples. 
Recent  improvements  in  living  standards  in 
the  Soviet  Union  have  brought  us  even  closer 
together. 

Mr.  Johnson  specially  emphasized  the 
traumatic  experience  of  the  Second  World  War 
when  at  least  20  million  Soviet  citizens 
died  during  the  fighting  and  the  Nazi  inva- 
sion.  The  genuine  desire  for  peace  which  is 
felt  by  Americans  and  Russians  alike  unites 
us  in  this  common  concern  for  the  reduction 
of  international  tensions  between  our  peo- 
ples. 

The  Pairing  Project  organizing  committee 
has  extensive  plans  to  reach  out  to  all  the 
townspeople  of  all  age  groups  to  share  in 
this  effort  to  communicate  our  lives  and  con- 
cerns to  the  people  of  the  Town  of  Aznaka- 
yevo  in  the  Tatar  Republic.   We  plan  to  in- 
volve school  children  in  learning  about  the 
peoples  of  the  Soviet  Union.   There  will  be 
a  series  of  programs,  sponsored  by  the 
Church,  to  assist  in  this  effort.   We  hope 
to  see  a  culmination  of  this  project  on  Old 
Home  Day  when  a  package  of  illustrative  ma- 
terials and  various  messages  will  be  brought 
in  high  procession  to  the  Post  Office  to  be 
mailed. 

by  Charles  Smith 


WENDELL  CHURCH  NEWS 

The  month  of  April  marks  two  big  changes 
at  the  Wendell  Church.   The  first  change 
comes  with  the  hiring  of  a  part-time  minis- 
ter.  The  Rev.  James  Ewen  has  agreed  to  come 
to  Wendell  the  first  Sunday  of  each  month 
to  serve  communion.   Although  his  full  time 
job  is  with  Franklin  County  Care  Corp., 
as  an  ordained  minister  of  the  United  Church 
of  Christ,  he  will  be  able  to  perform  bap- 
tisms, weddings  and  funerals  for  us.   We 
have  promised  to  leave  some  time  in  his  busy 
schedule  for  him  to  spend  with  his  wife  and 
new  son  at  home  in  Sunderland.   Jim  also 
sings  and  plays  guitar  while  conducting  ser- 
vices.  Those  of  us  who  have  heard  him,  feel 
that  Wendell  is  really  blessed. 

The  second  change  is  from  evening  to 
morning  services.   We  have  not  set  a  time 
as  yet.   Easter  Sunday  will  be  a  sunrise 
service  at  6:00  A.M.   After  Easter,  regular 
morning  services  will  encourage  the  begin- 
ning of  a  Sunday  School  program.   Watch  for 
more  details  at  local  posting  places. 

APRIL  CALENDAR 
4/1   @  5:00  P.M.   "Gods  of  Metal"   film 

produced  by  the  Maryknoll 

missions  about  the  human 

cost  of  nuclear  arms 
4/1   @  6:00  P.M.   Rev.  James  Ewen  serves 

communion 
7:00  P.M.   refreshments 
4/8  @  6:00  P.M.   Africa  in  the  arts  music, 

and  visual  arts  (tentative 

plans) 
4/11  @  7:00  P.M.   "Pairing  Project"  meeting 

at  the  Wendell  Library. 

all  interested  persons 

welcome 
4/15  @  6:00  P.M.   Palm  Sunday   Visit  to  Met- 

calf  Chapel  in  Warwick  to 

see  "Alice  in  Blunderland" 

produced  by  members  of 

that  church 
4/22  @  6:00  A.M.   Easter  Sunrise  Service  on 

the  common.   Jim  Ewen 

speaking 
@  7:00  A.M.   coffee  hour  at  church 
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Outdoors 
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Humans  seem  to  have  a  penchant  for  sim- 
plifying complex  problems  by  polarizing  or 
dichotomizing  the  issues.   Black  and  white 
is  always  easier  to  compare  and  contrast 
than  subtle  shades  of  grey.   Evidence  of 
this  lazy  proclivity  is  provided  by  such 
diverse  examples  as  the  political  strate- 
gies of  our  presidential  candidates  and 
the  recent  Boston  Globe  article  on  the  Rt. 
2  controversy.   The  temptation  to  polarize 
the  Rt.  2  argument  into  the  economic  vs. 
environmental  cliche  must  be  strong  for 
those  who  seek  the  immediate  comfort  of 
pat  answers  and  opinion.   In  fact,  we,  the 
residences  of  this  economically  deprived 
town  must  surely  be  at  least  as  cognizant 
of  economic  considerations  as  the  lawyers, 
real  estate  agents,  market  chain  presidents 
and  paper  mill  owners  who  are  espousing 
the  South  Bank  Alignment  option.   The  issue 
involves  the  choice  of  alternatives  that 
fall  more  into  the  grey  areas,  the  ques- 
tion is  which  option  provides  the  greatest 
opportunity  for  economic  growth.   More 
succinctly,  the  question  is  what  kind  of 
economy  is  most  conducive  to  this  area  in 
these  times.  We  know  that  the  traditional 
manufacturing  industries  that  provided 
prosperity  to  the  area  in  the  40 's  and  50' s 
are  failing  now.   They  are  not  failing  be- 
cause of  the  congested  stretch  of  Rt.  2 
through  the  town  of  Erving.   No  one  has 
provided  anything  remotely  resembling  con- 
clusive evidence  that  re-routing  a  5.6  mile 
section  of  the  road  through  the  essentially 
wild  and  undeveloped  state  forested  north 
face  of  Bear  Mountain  on  the  South  Bank  of 
the  Millers  River  will  restore  the  area's 
prosperity.   We  do,  on  the  other  hand,  have 
irrefutable  evidence  that  construction  of 
the  South  Bank  option  will  permanently 
damage  and  degrade  the  newly  restored 
Millers  River.   Ah  ha!   Here  comes  the 
environmentalist.   No.   I'm  still  talking 
economy  here.   It  would  seem  that  the  most 
dependable  economic  assets  in  any  given 
geographic  area  are  those  which  are  indig- 
enous to  that  locale.   We  must  take  in- 
ventory of  the  resources  present  in  the 
Millers  River  Valley.   What  we  are  apt  to 
find  are  all  the  ingredients  necessary  for 
a  thriving  recreational  industry.   We  have 
scenic  hills  and  mountains,  clean  water, 
nice  lakes  for  swimming,  three  state  for- 
ests, already  established  campgrounds,  a 
good  road  from  Boston,  friendly  folks,  and 
potentially  the  best  trout  river  in  the 
state  with  salmon  possibly  in  the  future. 
That  is,  if  we  don't  wreck  it,  ie.  kill  the 
goose  that  laid  the  golden  egg. 


Myron  Becker 
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Candidate.  Wi'+K draws 

David  A.  Froebel  wishes  to  thank'  those  who 
signed  his  petition  to  run  for  Town  Mod- 
erator, and  to  announce  that  he  is  with 
drawing  his  candidacy.   A  letter  to  this 
effect  from  Dave  has  been  posted  at  the 
Country  store  and  the  Depot  Store. 


ART\5T5 


Calligraphy  and  Drawing 
skills  needed  for 
The  Wendell  Post. 

Write  or  call  544-7636 


The  Old  Home  Day  date  has  been  set. 
Saturday,  August  11  is  the  day  we  have 
chosen  for  our  time  to  celebrate  our  town 
and  townspeople.   Our  first  meeting  was  a 
quiet  one,  several  interested  folks  having 
called  before  hand  to  give  their  thoughts. 
It  was  very  good  to  have  their  input. 

Please  feel  free  to  call  if  you  want  to 
talk  about  Old  Home  Day.  Your  ideas  and 
energy  are  most  welcome.   Call  Anne  at 
4-3806  or  Donna  at  4-7645.   The  upcoming 
meetings  are  Sunday,  April  15  at  10  a.m., 
Thursday,  May  10  at  9  a.m.,  and  Sunday, 
May  27  at  10  a.m. 

Obi-biAfitS 

David  B.  McClary 

David  B.  McClary,  38,  of  Mormon  Hollow  Road 
died  Tuesday  (J-l->-84)  in  a  fire  at  his 
home.   He  was  born  in  Greenfield,  March  10, 
1946,  the  son  of  Raymond  and  Kathleen 
(Woodin)  McClary.   He  was  educated  in  Monta 
gue  schools  and  attended  Greenfield  Com 
munity  College.   He  was  a  former  employee 
of  the  Millers  Falls  Co.  and  the  Millers 
Falls  Book  Press.   Besides  his  mother  of 
Turners  Falls,  he  leaves  his  wife,  the 
former  Jean  Marble,  and  several  aunts. 
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Over  these  winter  months,  we  have  work- 
ed hard  weeding  through  our  collection  and 
re-organizing  the  shelves.   A  more  efficient 
card  catalog  for  adult  non-fiction  will  be 
near  completion  in  May  and  the  fiction  cata- 
loging will  begin. 

We  will  be  ordering  some  new  books  this 
month,  with  special  attention  given  to  the 
young  adult  collection.   As  always,  the  book- 
mobile provides  us  with  new  titles  every 
six  weeks  and  magazines  arrive  monthly. 

As  soon  as  the  weather  breaks,  the  lib- 
rary hours  will  include  Saturday  mornings. 
The  change  to  summer  hours  will  be  posted  at 
both  post  offices  by  the  end  of  this  month. 


CRAFTS 
FAIR 


Downtown  Mainstr'eet  in  Athol  will  be 
blocked  off  on  Friday  and  Saturday,  June 
8th  and  9th  from  9  a.m.  to  5  p.m.  for  the 
Second  Annual  Crafts  Fair  and  Sale  spon- 
sored by  the  Greater  Athol-Orange  Chamber 
of  Commerce.   Craftspeople  from  all  over 
New  England  as  well  as  the  immediate  area 
will  display  and  sell  their  quality  crafts. 
Crafts  will  include  stained  glass,  needle- 
point, jewelry,  stoneware,  etchings  on 
glass,  baby  items  and  a  wide  variety  of 
other  articles.   In  addition,  a  Chinese 
auction  will  be  held  on  the  Unitarian 
Church  lawn  in  the  business  center  during 
the  fair  hours.   Downtown  merchants  will 
be  conducting  sidewalk  sales  and  offering 
merchandise  at  discount  prices. 

There  will  be  ample  parking  in  the 
municipal  parking  lots  and  behind  business 
blocks.   Maps  will  be  distributed  locating 
each  crafts  table  and  parking  area.   The 
crafts  fair  will  be  held  rain  or  shine. 
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Call  for  a  free  consultation. 


Dr.  Lloyd  J.  Lachow 
Chiropractor 
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1-22   two  car  accident  on  Stone  Rd.,  no  per- 
sonal injury. 

2-  3  one  car  accident  on  Depot  Hill,  no 
personal  injury. 

2-  9   deer  hit  by  truck  on  Farley  Rd. 

2-21   one  car  accident  on  Depot  Hill,  no 
personal  injury. 

2-24  drunken  individual  removed  from  porch 
of  residence 

2-26  car  stolen  from  Locks  Village  Rd.,  la- 
ter recovered  in  Orange,  totaled. 

2-26  juvenile  attempted  to  steal  town  truck 
from  town  garage . 

2-28  Video  equipment  stolen  from  Maple 
Valley  School 
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1-23 
2-  1 
2-  9 
2-27 
3-13 

3-18 
3-19 


chimney  fire  at  home  of 
on  Jennison  Rd. 
chimney  fire  at  home  of 
livan  on  New  Salem  Rd. 
chimney  fire  at  home  of 
on  Mormon  Hollow  Rd. 
chimney  fire  at  home  of 
on  Jennison  Rd. 
structural  fire  at  house 
David  McClary;  property 
Diemand. 

propane  tank  ruptured  at 
Farm. 

structural  fire  at  house 
Judith  Belair,  West  Rd.; 
owned  by  Elwin  Moon. 


Mary  Houghton 

Kenneth  Sul- 

Doris  Merchant 

Mr.  Bradshaw 

occupied  by 
owned  by  Joe 

Diemand  Egg 

occupied  by 
property 
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8-30-83  Teresa  O'Hare  and  Paul  Bazanchuk 
to  Gail  Ainsworth  and  Jay  Krutke, 
5.56  acres  and  buildings  on  Locks 
Village  Rd. 

10-27-83  Theodore  Setterlund  to  TCS  Realty 
Trust,  22.23  acres  and  buildings 
on  Lock  Hill  Rd . 

10-28-83  Cerosimo  Lumber  Co.  to  Beverly 

Reagon,  4.3  acres  on  Jennison  RD. 

10-31-83  Raymond  and  Jeannette  Ducharme  to 
Alvin  and  Janet  Dresser, 8. 75  acres 
and  buildings  on  W.  Main  St. 

11-4  -83  James  Gerstel  to  Priscilla  Wise, 
\   acre  on  W.  Main  St. 

12-6  -83  Anthony  D'Allessandro  to  Cerosimo 
Lumber,  17  acres  on  Jennison  Rd. 

12-23-83  Joseph  Ellis  to  Antonia  Ellis,  12 
acres  on  Kentfield  Rd. 

12-27-83   Barbara  Kavolius  to  Edward  Miller, 
2  acres  and  Buildings  on  New  Sal- 
em Rd. 

12-27-83  Barbara  Kavolius  to  Edward  Miller, 
7  acres  on  New  Salem  Rd . 

12-28-83  Mason  and  Ina  Phelps  to  Conn.  Riv- 
er Watershed  Council,  10  acres  on 
New  Salem  Rd. 

12-29-83  Albert  and  Elsie  Diemand  to  Die- 
mand Family  Cemetary  Corp.,  8,500 
sq.  ft.  on  Mormon  Hollow  Rd . 


FIREWOOD 

LOG  TRUCK   LOADS 

4   FOOT   LENGTHS 

STOVE  LENGTHS 


STAR   ROUTE    10 

WENDELL  DEPOT 

MASS    01380 


WILDWOOD  FARM 

FIREWOOD  &  LOGGING 
WENDELL.  MASS 


617  544  2773 


DAVID  WILDER 


JUDY  WILDER 
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PRESCRIPTIONS  FILLED 

MEDICAL  SUPPLIES 

CARDS,  GIFTS  &  SUNDRY  ITEMS 


HIGHWAY  COMMISSION  VOTE 

At  a  special  town  meeting,  held  March  6 
(delayed  from  February  28,)  Wendell  voters 
decided  to  change  the  administration  of 
the  Highway  Department  to  a  three  member 
elected  Road  Commission.   Concern  for  long- 
range  planning  and  fiscal  accountability 
led  the  issues  discussed  for  more  than  an 
hour. 

A  vote  of  40  -  13  carried  the  motion  to 
establish  the  Road  Commission. 

Earlier,  the  town  bee  ting  voted  to  author- 
ize the  Moderator  to  appoint  a  five  member 
Highway  Advisory  Committee.  This  committee 
will  work  with  the  current  highway  surveyor 
and  other  town  departments  to  develop  plans 
and  guidelines  for  the  future  Road  Commis- 
sion. This  group  will  be  appointed  by  this 
April,  according  to  the  Town  Moderator. 

In  other  action  the  meeting  appropriated 
$6,000  from  free  cash  to  supplement  the 
Highway  Department's  winter  maintenance  to 
the  recommendation  of  the  Selectboard  and 
the  finance  committee  which  preferred  to 
fund  this  request  by  transferring  up  to 
$6,000  from  the  summer  maintenance  budget. 
The  vote  was  48  -  6  in  favor. 

Town  meeting  also  established  a  Council 
on  Aging  for  the  town.   This  would  enable 
the  town  to  take  advantage  of  programs 
to  meet  the  needs  of  the  elderly  in  WendelL 
The  vote  for  this  article  was  unanimous. 

Also  unanimous  were  votes  for  five  other 
money  articles.   Approved  were  $2,000  for 
additional  veterans  benefits  and  $1,338.02 
for  bills  of  prior  years.   Additional  in- 
surance premiums  were  voted  for  Group  In- 
surance ($1,025.00),  Unemployment  Insurance 
($600.00),  and  $1,000.00  for  Workmen's 
Compensation. 

by  Michael  Idoine 


Sckool  Cormitk*.  1Uyt>rt 

The  Swift  River  School  Committee  met 
to  consider  the  Administration's  request 
for  an  approximate  increase  of  $123,000  to 
the  school  budget.   The  school  committee 
has  redirected  the  principal  and  super- 
intendent to  bring  back  a  reduction  of  the 
budget  to  a  5%  increase. 

Superintendent  Lubinsky  notified  the 
school  committee  that  the  regional  budget 
is  up  (due  to  enrollment  increases)  while 
the  local  Wendell  budget  is  down. 

A  Wendell  School  Committee  member  asked 
a  finance  committee  member  to  let  the 
Mahar  School  Committee  know  that  he  was 
not  happy  with  last  year's  budget.   Wendell 
feels  slighted  that  much  of  the  promised 
$28,000  reimbursement  (State  Aid)  was  not 
returned  to  them.   These  funds  were  distri- 
buted by  a  formula  which  favored  Orange. 

There  will  be  an  opening  coming  up  on 
the  school  committee  for  which  Dean  Bennett 
is  running  in  the  forthcoming  May  elections . 


1617)  544-7327 


Nancy  Grossman 

Acupressure  Practitioner 


Box  81.  South  Main  Street,  New  Salem,  MA  01355 
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LO0K\NG  FOR  HISTORY 

Swift  River  is  currently  involved  in  a 
local  history  project  through  the  Hitchcock 
Center  and  funded  by  the  Mass.  Council  on 
the  Arts  and  Humanities. 

We  are  gathering  information  on  Wendell 
and  New  Salem  which  will  be  used  as  resource 
materials  in  teaching  students  about  the  two 
towns'  past. 

We  are  especially  interested  in  locating 
old  photographs  or  engravings  to  copy,  writ- 
ten historical  accounts  or  documents,  and 
residents  who  have  an  expertise  in  any  as- 
pect of  local  history. 

If  you  would  like  to  share  a  bit  of  the 
past  with  us,  please  contact  Swift  River 
School  at  544-6926  during  school  hours. 


ANNUAL  WENDELL  CLEAN-UP 


The  Wendell  Litter  Pick-up  Day  is  set 
for  Sat.,  April  28  from  10  a.m.  to  noon. 
In  past  years  we  have  cleaned  several  roads, 
usually  concentrating  on  the  main  roads 
first.   It  gives  us  a  chance  to  walk  along 
our  town  roads,  enjoy  the  spring  air  and 
spend  time  with  people  we  generally  don't 
see. 

Refreshments  will  be  served  in  front  of 
the  Town  Hall  when  we  finish.   If  you'd 
like  to  join  us  this  year,  we  meet  in  front 
of  the  Town  Hall  at  10  a.m.  and  decide  the 
roads  we  will  do,  then  split  up  and  meet 
back  at  noon. 

You  can  bring  trash  bags,  pick-up  trucks , 
yourself  and  perhaps  a  friend.   Help  to 
keep  Wendell  beautiful. 
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NEW  ARTS  COUNCIL 

The  newly  formed  Arts  Council,  consist- 
ing of  Pat  Judice,  Brenda  Vincent,  Kathy 
Becker,  Phyllis  Slavas,  and  Daphne  Tuthill, 
Has  no  meeting  date  set,  according  to  Pat 
Judice.   Recipient  of  an  annual  grant  of 
one  thousand  dollars,  courtesy  of  the  Mass 
Arts  Lottery,  the  money  is  awarded  twice  a 
year  for  the  purpose  of  encouraging  creat- 
ivity in  our  citizens.   Pat  notes  that  five 
hundred  dollars  has  already  been  awarded 
and  used  this  year  and  the  next  monies 
are  due  in  the  fall. 

Pat,  who  has  been  active  in  many  Wen- 
dell projects  since  she  and  her  family  moved 
here  fourteen  years  ago,  sees  the  money  as 
being  used  for  grants  to  artists  and  mind 
expanding  projects  for  the  children.   The  pro- 
totype for  the  council  is  the  Rural  Arts 
Program,  founded  by  Pat  and  a  friend  from 
New  Salem. 

That  program  has  provided  adult  practical 
education  and  crafts  courses,  children's 
workshops  in  the  schools  for  puppetry, 
pottery  and  painting,  as  well  as  sponsor- 
ing contra  dances  and  other  events. 

The  Council  plans  to  meet  in  the  near 
future  to  explore  these  and  other  innovative 
ways  of  using  the  grants. 
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General  Family  Practice 
Eye  Care  -  Eye  Examinations 
Eye  Glasses 
All  contact  lens  types, 
gas  permeable  and  soft 

No-line  Bifocals 
Athol,  Mass.  249-8931 
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March  6,  1984 

The  meeting  was  called  to  order  at  6:45 
p.m.  by  Chairman  Ted  Lewis  with  the  full 
Board  present.   The  early  time  was  due  to 
the  Special  Town  Meeting  scheduled  for  7:00 

The  weekly  payroll  and  bill  warrent 
was  approved. 

The  minutes  of  the  Feb.  21st  meeting 
were  approved. 

7:15  p.m.  Chairman  Lewis  conducted  a 
pole  hearing  for  location  on  New  Salem  and 
Plain  Rds.   Approved. 

7:20  p.m.  Chairman  Lewis  conducted  a 
hearing  for  pole  location  on  Mormon  Hollow 
Rd.   Present  were  property  owner  Roy  Chapman 
and  Edward  Boyce  of  New  England  Telephone  & 
telegraph.   Mr.  Chapman  objected  to  the  plan 
as  presented.   Further  study  will  take 
place  before  the  plan  is  accepted  or  reject- 
ed. 

Meeting  adjourned  at  7:35  p.m. 

Feb.  21,  1984 

The  meeting  was  called  to  order  at 
7:00  p.m.  by  Chairman  Lewis  with  the  full 
Board  present. 

The  minutes  of  the  Feb.  7th  meeting 
were  approved.   The  weekly  payroll  and  bill 
warrent  was  approved. 

The  following  public  hearings  were 
announced: 

3/21  at  the  Wendell  Town  Hall  the  future 
development  plans  for  the  Wendell  State  Part 
will  be  presented  to  the  town. 

3/1   at  the  Superior  Court  Room  at  the 
County  Court  House,  Greenfield,  hearing  on  r 
new  proposed  G.E.I.R.  for  herbicide  spray  - 
ing  on  railroad  and  utility  R.O.W's. 

7:30  p.m.  Sim.  Simos  gave  a  presenta- 
tion on  Town  Garage  designs.   Comments: 
Have  alternative  shapes  for  wood  frame  been 
considered?   arch  is  ugly.   Arch  is  good 
looking.   Where  will  the  structure  be  loca- 
ted? 

Hearing  on  the  pros  and  cons  of  the 
Towns  continued  involvement  in  the  Rt .  2 
relocation.   Jim  Slavas  explained  what  the 
town's  involvement  has  been  up  to  the  pre- 
sent date.  (Securing  the  law  firm  of  McGreg- 
or &  Associates  and  having  a  report  prepared 

The  issue  now  is,  shall  the  Town  invest 
more  funds  in  this  matter.   Most  of  the  peo- 
ple in  attendance  would  like  to  see  the 
road  stay  in  Erving.   The  audience  wanted  to 
know  the  cost  of  fighting  the  state.   The 
cost  to  fight  the  proposed  project  range 
from  $30,000  -  $60,000  for  legal  fees  and 
lobbying  and  the  costs  could  easily  be  high- 
er. 

Ted  explained  briefly  that  the  Town's 
present  financial  situation  doesn't  permit 
additional  funds  to  fight  the  State. 

Ted  and  Ken  were  asked  why  they  have 
come  out  in  print  stating  that  they  favor 
the  South  Bank  project.   Ted  stated  that  he 
personally  has  always  favored  a  new  Rt.  2. 
Ken  stated  that  he  felt  that  a  new  Rt .  2 
would  improve  the  economic  situation  of  the 
area. 
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Myron  Becker  replyed  by  saying  that  the 
best  way  for  us  to  improve  the  economic  pro- 
blems of  this  area  will  be  to  improve  the 
quality  of  life,  not  by  building  another  ma- 
jor highway. 

Another  speaker  said  we  shouldn't  just 
oppose  the  South  Bank,  we  should  push  for  an 
upgrade  of  the  present  road. 

Michael  Idoine  speaking  for  the  Wendell 
Concerned  Citizens  stated  that  originally 
they  made  an  agreement  with  the  Town  for 
$2,000  as  the  Town's  share  and  they  are  stil 
willing  to  live  by  this  agreement.   Future 
funding  in  battle  against  the  South  Bank 
Project  will  come  from  private  funds.   The 
Wendell  Concerned  Citizens  realize  the  finan 
cial  situation  of  the  Town  and  will  not  ask 
for  more  funds. 

Meeting  adjourned  at  9:05  p.m. 

Feb.  7,  1984 

The  meeting  was  called  to  order  at 
7:00  p.m.  by  Chairman  Ted  Lewis  with  thefull 
Board  present.   The  minutes  of  the  Jan.  17, 
1984  meeting  were  approved. 

Discussed  the  bill  of  McGregor  and  As- 
sociates that  was  paid  last  week. 

Discussed  the  articles  for  the  Feb.  ,28, 
1984  Special  Town  Meeting.  Signed  the  Spec- 
ial Town  Meeting  Warrant. 

Discussed  the  site  preparation  of  the 
new  cemetaary 

Discussed  repairs  to  the  Town  Hall  stage 
ceiling.   Will  prepare  an  article  for  the 
Annual  Town  Meeting. 

Meeting  adjourned  at  8:10  p.m. 


Dec.  6,  1983 

The  meeting  was  called  to  order  at  7:00 
by  Chairman  Lewis  with  the  full  Board  present 

The  minutes  of  the  Nov.  15th  meeting 
were  approved.   The  weekly  payroll  and  bill 
warrent  were  approved. 

The  5  yr.  notes  for  the  Loader  were 
signed  in  the  presence  of  the  Town  Clerk  and 
Treasurer. 

Highway  Surveyor  Tom  Bardsley  informed 
the  Board  that  Erving  will  shovel  the  Arch 
St.  Bridge  and  Wendell  will  shovel  the  Far- 
ley Bridge  this  winter. 

Discussed  pay  rates  for  part-time  snow 
plow  operators.   Tom  recommended  that  his 
permanent  part-time  employee  be  paid  at  the 
Emergency  Snow  Removal  rate  during  snow 
storms.   The  Board  would  make  no  change  in 
its  present  policy.   Request  denied. 

The  Board  Chairman  will  make  arrange- 
ments to  have  a  county  representative  to  meet 
with  the  Boards  of  Selectmen,  Health  and 
Hazardous  Waste  Coordinator  in  January  to 
discuss  the  proposed  county  -  wide  inciner- 
ator. (Jan.  3) 

Discussed  letter  from  Att.  John  Gates 
concerning  the  possible  conflict  of  interest 
of  Cheryl  Richardson. 
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The   Board   granted  Lieba  Cobb  permission 
to   use    the   Town  Hall    to    teach   "jazz  dance" 
to    the   young  people  of   the    town.      Jan.    5,   & 
12    from  5:30  -   7:00  p.m.      Lieba   told   the 
Board    that   she  has    studied   dance    at   San  Fran 
cisco   State    and    is   presently   studying   in 
Amherst. 

Discussed    the    county's   new  highway   en- 
gineer,  his   position  and  how  he   sees  his   du- 
ties.     The   Board   will    try   to   set   up   a  meet- 
ing with   the   county   engineer   and  our  Hwy. 
Surveyor    in   the   near    future. 

Ken   Simos    issued   a  public   apology   to 
Tom  Bardsley    for  his    impatience   during   their 
earlier   discussion.      But,    Ken  went   on   to 
say,    sometimes   Tom's   persistance    in    fighting 
for  his  men  gets    the   best  of  everyone. 

Meeting   adjourned   at   8:40  p.m. 

Jan.    17,    1984 

The  meeting  was  called  to  order  at  7:00 
p.m.  by  Chairman  Ted  Lewis  with  Sim.  Jim 
Slavas  present.   Ken  Simos  was  late  due  to 
work. 

The  weekly  payroll  and  bill  warrant 
was  approved. 

A  letter  of  resignation  was  received 
and  accepted  from  Milton  Wilder,  permanent 
part-time  truck  driver  for  the  Highway  Dept. 

Discussed  the  Winter  Highway  Account, 
the  present  balance  is  $7,000  less  outstand- 
ing bills  (approx.  $2,000)  which  brings  the 
available  balance  to  approximately  $5,000. 
Because  of  the  low  balance  in  this  account 
and  the  lack  of  free  cash  to  get  more,  cost 
cutting  measures  were  discussed. 

Measures  discussed: 

I •  purchase  no  more  road  salt 

2.  if  possible,  no  more  over  time 

3.  extra  help  only  when  absolutely 
necessary. 

4.  plow  and  sand  only  when  necessary 
Hwy.  Surveyor  Tom  Bardsley  informed 

the  Board  of  his  budget  requests.   Every- 
thing is  up. 

Tom  will  turn  all  of  the  dog  officers 
equipment  over  to  new  Dog  Officer  Kenneth 
Wing.   The  guns  will  be  given  to  Police 
Chief  Edward  Chase. 

Insurance  agent  Charles  Winn  presented 
the  insurance  budgets  for  FY  85  to  the 
Board  and  answered  questions  concerning  the 
new  rates  to  both  the  Selectmen  and  Finance 
Committee. 

Meeting  adjourned  at  8:40  p.m. 


Respectfully  submitted, 
Harry  Williston,  Clerk 
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